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Chance encounter with reporter on 9/1i
leads ex-NYPD cop to treatment he needs

Kelly

Contimwed from Paege 14

For somme of us, mayhe that acciden-
tal meeting in first grade led to a Hielong
Ertendship. Maybe it was a teacher you
trusted in eollege that you still tum o
o adwice, Cira loess who inspined yoo
amed sl deses. Or that stunning woman
yiou miet on the elevator that you eveniu-
ally married.

Thi= chance encounter between the
cop and me begins on Sept. 1, 2001 -
Lhiel st eomlusing of days,

Thit morning, with my car msdio
harking news of 8 massive terrorist at-
tack, 1| drove frantically through the
backstreets of Bergem and ludsom
counties to finally reach the Jersey City
waterfront at Exchange Place. Across
the churming waters of the Ludson Hiv-
er, the twin towers of the World Trede
Center had just collapsed after Islamist
rificzals crmshexd hijieched  commmaencial
jetliners into each of them. Brown-gray
amcice hlotted what cthensize seemed a
perfect azure skoy.

Instinctively, | knew] needed to cross
the river. But how?

T speltend @ fughoat Usal wees adwout (o
dfimemibxark with o sguied of Terscy Cily
police officers and Jesult priests from
the nearby 51 Peter’s Preparatory
Schionl, Thie olTeeers wainilesd 1o cross 1
Hupdson to just lend o hand ot what they
Apured might be the wold's higgest
crime scene. The priests told me they
were polng to bless dead bodies.

Tjumped on the boat,

W eorosmmnd The Husdson i sileneae,

After the tug docked near Canal
Street, 1 walked southsmrd, alone on
West Street toward the smoke and rub-
Bale= a1 wizesas damens-glesamming Dwiin inwors
that aften glowed like orange popeicles
In the winter's sunsets.

L wondered: Was this the start of an-
other war — my generation's Pearl Har-
bor? Who knew?

Brsides wanling In wrile a eolumn
thiat triestd B0 answer those queestions and
convey some measure of meaning of
thiz day, my editorz also wanted me to
collect comments from ordinary people
for a news story

Tlimder'l bavvar miy laplop. Bul it did not
miskier. Thene Wik na inlemel sendoo.
Cell tewers had been disabled in the at-
tack. Somehow I had to dictate all this
by phone back by 5 pm. to a bustling
newsrcom in Hackensack, New Jersay.,
Think hare of that cld newspapaer movis
in which a reporter calls, “Lley, pet me
rewtite”

But first, | needed to talk to people,
Wilnesses, Anyvone who could oldlar an
idservition.

The nelghborhood, howewer, seemead
deserted

Finally, at the comer of Murmsy and
West streats, [ spotted a police officer.
Ha wais alone and leaning against soms
siard ol Esarrieer.

I cooased West Street and  ap-
proached the officer, telling him | was a
newspaper reporter from MNew Jersey
and peking something dumb Hice: “What
o you think of all this?

Thanklally e i’ tell me do gel
lost. The eop gased up and down West
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For Tarvin bo meceive special 9001 dis
ability et s, bae hagl toogain appamal
From the police pension board, And in
talking to other afficers, Davin reallzed
he had & problem: How could he prove
that he was actuslly near Ground Zero
om O]

To qualify for the speclal pension,
Devin had to show he was near the trade
eemter rubble on Sepd, 1L 200 or on the
ekl dy - or lmd spenl aawmdhar 440
hours at Ground Zero in subsequent
mon ths,

Tarwing knewy The bnoth. Wod only had
bz rusdend to the tracle cender on Sepd. 10,
200 and on the following day; he kept
returning. But MY did not have de-
talled records of how many officers
made their way to Ground Zero during
Lhe allocks, Bany cops wene s0 busy
that they didn't even bother to fill sut re-
ports of maks notes in their memo
boacs.

Thi NYPT, imesanwhiliz, alse warried
abaut Trawd — perhaps overy sa. Bugs-
paxae, For evnmgpde, that the lung cancer a
cop had developed a few years after the
o1 attacks wes actually Hnked to a
longtime smoking habit aed nod breath-
ing Ground Zen's oxins?

Ech eoneerng wore unelerstancdahble.
Buit in Davin's cage, they were complete-
ly unifar.

B ‘guy with an Irizh name’

It ez now October 2024, e had to
find a way to prove he wes at Ground Ze-
rooon Sepd, U, 2000, Buk how?

Thul’s when her remoembweresd baeing
imberviewed briefly by what he thooghi
was “stme ewspaper reporter from
Mew Jetsey” — & “guy with an Insh
name.”

Dawin was now 1iving in Florida with
his wili. He romembarsd mading his
agusad e im @ e arliele inowlich becom
pored the ash-covered strects of lower
manhaian to the phatopraphs he had
geen from the eruption of Moumt S5t
Helens years aim. He even remembers
burying The Record the ne day ata con-

womigne shore

Fut b cpabde't il the newspogeer
THA.

“1 dectded to become a detective
again,” he told me. "1 needed something
solid.”
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Street for a second or two, his eves tak-
ing io all the gray dust that covered the
streed and sidewnlks, ther cars and lire
b= — ewen i nearhy Basked sall
cotrt. The seeme, he sabd, reminded him
of those photographs of all thase ash-
covered hifls of Washington State after
the Mount 5t. Helens volcano erupted io
150

T meerwer seem amyllving Filoe Deis,)”
bz b, 1 don't think our grandehil-
dren will see anything bke this”

| jotted the comments in & notebook
and azked his name.

"Muorty Davin,” he sadd, "NYPD

I couldn't remember your namea’

Fagt forward o 2024, Marty Davin
and | did not see each other amain vnrl
last month. Davin
was now &0 and re-
tired from the NYI'D
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Firefighters at Ground Zere, hours after the Werld Trade Canter towers collapsed on Sept. 11, 2007, THOMAS E. MAKKELE/HORTHIERSEY.COM

Digging
deep for
Gateway

solution

How to best move tons
of soil latest obstacle

Collesn Wilsen
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NORTH BERGERN - Township offi-
cials and leaders of the Galewsy il
tumrie] project are wpping edicms ek
and Forth over concerns ahaat the bar-
rage of mucks that will be wsing the

gtreets maround Tonnelle JAwemue,
where much of the tunmel constroe-
tHom work will be oentered.

“we would like to follow up o con-
timue the discusslons around our con-
s regarding the severs inerease m
Trisede drsdlice ... kel willl resull ones:
oonEtruction eommenees,” Morth Bor-
gen Mayor Micholazs SEacon wrote In a
recent letter to Kris Kollurl, president

Fee TUNHEL, Page 104

NYC play,
exhibit keep
spotlight on
Oct. 7 horror

Desna Yellin

Homh TSy ooim
LESA TODEY HETWORK - MEW JERSEY

Fhelim MedAlssr and Ann MeElhin-
nsry W in Trekomd om Ok, T when Ha
s termorisis sbarmed inin Tsracel, kill-
ing 1200 and taking 250 hastages in
what's been called the worst attack on
Jews ainee the Holocanst.

The Irish Catholic journalists hed
nuik Liezs o Tsmae], Thary "o merar v wis
ilecl, Imil 1he sinempgery ol The aifack,
and the world's reaction to it insplned
them to act.

“By (st B, conversatons were
shifting to how awebul it was that there
wis W electricity in Gazs and prople
wieerr edling For o eesase-lime,™ Medbeer
gakl, “Rut we wanted people to me-
member how thizs all started. There
was already 8 cease-fire on Oct. 6.

Jee NOVA EXHIBIT, Fage A

driving to work from hiz home in Rock-
land Coumty, New York. As soon as he
reachied Lhe TFEA's secrel biase a lew doe
o Bhscks Trom wind wookl becosme
Ground e, his oommanders told him
toditch his undercover look of peans and
g cazual shitt and put on an MY PD bhie
uniform.

Soon, Davin was standing guand on
L hiz cosrmer ol Murmy ancd Wesl =inis
only a few huedreed feet from the trsde
center Tubble. He remembers chasing
away & looter. But otherwlse, he was
plone - except for his encounter with
me,

What Daviin i nol know at the e
wars That e wins Fuee 1o Gwee - bresall 1o
breath, actually — with an invizible ene-
my of dangercus toxins that spewed
from Ground Sero into the alr. Years 1at-

ef, Davin's doctors
fold him that he had
been  exposed =0

after . 20-year ca- —_——— mech to thoss todns
resr = I3 yeors as a on B and  during
dhdesetive, Ho el Far Dav [ & i the lidhrwing weelks
el Tl o . that he had devel-

what connected pecial 9711 oped a serles of wor-
the two of us now divabillty barnaliis risome health prob-
was & eeTles of diap- lemse These fnchicd
noses  that Davin e had Lo galn ed respiratory  adl-

hid reevived in U
last Tew years that
confirmed he was gl
suffering from %11
rzlidend hsalih prab
lema In order 1o be

approved for avarle-

ty of pension and officer
health benmefits, he ——
neaded to prove to pe———
his HYFTD  lnesses pr o bl

that he was aetually
on the spene of the
/1 attacks, He had
no merndes, no alli

cial reports of what Gro
he did on 9T, But he -
remembered talling ]

to & journalist.

S0 he =at oul to
linel o

“1 kv T inferviewed by o nows-
papser reporter and quoted In an article,”
he sald when we finally talked In April
2024. "But | couldn’t remember wour
nama,”

How Marty Thvin and T limkesd up
e Thann T desescdes aller the 90T ad
tacks is another plece of this tale of why
chance encounters can be so important.

Lievinm Eresy up in Maly Lawn, Medw Jer-
sey. He gradusted from St Joseph's Re-
gional High School in Montvale, He
wrrkesd braedly s o rosd cwdier ol e Fix
remis Shopltite arocery store and stud-
ied ot William Paterson University in
Wiwrne aml John Jay College in Mew
York Cily before mowing to New York
ity and joindng the Mew York City Po-
lice Department.

e wes goon promoted to detective.
And as the team of al-Qaida terronsts
hijacked four commercial jetliners on
ih: morming ol Seqal . 10, 2000 - erashing
T into the twin towers — Davin had
been assigned with other NYPD detec-
thves to & federal Drag Enforcement Ad-
ministration investipation.

When those planes smashed into the
fowers aned wlso The Pesdagoa amd 2
Pennsylvania farm field, Dovin was
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merts, blead
complicetoms  and
skin cancer as well
s =leop apnea and
whil  ooclors 1okl
b wias an increns-
Ingly compromised

i, Davin Umne SYStem.
ha had 2 [t wasn't unusual
e for Diavin to ba diag-

rioseel o sy puars
after belng cxposed
to those  foxins.
Medical researchers
HIREEH BT RS o] BT
the putrid air from
Ground Zero and the
chembcal-laden rub-
ble — along with the
pulverized concrete
crocgsd] inlo Lhe
cedls and tigsues of thousands of people.
Like moles that hide for years, those tax-
inz did not sicken everyone rght away.
Years passed before some victims no-
tieed their health hed deteriorated.

Thisl waxs ther problum lor Marly Tk
Wik

Even though he retired in 2004, he
wasn'l linked o tmde center-ralated
hesalile gerodeherns wntil cighi yoaers Lidaer.
And nat all of Davin's health problems
pimerged at once.

I 2200022, respdratory 1asues were diap-
nosed. Then bloed complications. Than
skin cancer. And 5o on,

Thrwim merey coneesies Uhal masrs el
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‘This Is a story that needs to be
told'

Such condims and complications
riol afl That wmasoal samomg Hae Thon
sards of cops, firefighters and ather firste
respomders who rushaed to the World
Trade Center site on 911 - and retumed
to help search for bodies. The air there
smatlled of death and bed chemicals,
Floniy o lirsl responders - and joarnal
iwts, like me — remarked aboat o T
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the alr smelled. But federal officials -
notably former Mew Jersey Gov, Chris-
tire Towdd Whitman, wha was then the
bicsad ol 1he T0E. Envirmmmisndal Profoe
thin Agency — assured everyone in thase
early manths that the air and rubhle
wers not tode.

What's emerped durlng the last two
decades is nothing kss than & burgeon-
i hicsalth erisis thal may eveniully al
feet soeme 400,000 peaple who lived
neay the trade center ar warked there -
or reshed there to help after the towers
fedl.

S0 far, some TO,000 people have reg-
islered wilh Lhe feders] World Trade
Center's health registey, which is il
eninisteraed by the Maant Sinal Medical
Center In MNew Yark Ciny. Thizs eolumnise
ks one of them. Each vear for move than a
decade, ['ve scheduled a medical check-
up at Mount Sinal, which 1s compifing a
vast trove of health data Thankfully,
['m healthy.

But odhers are not so lucky

Tioctors hive finkeol G0 camecerrs anid
anot her tao dozen adlments o the tos-
ks that sere found imn the air and rubble
of Ground Pero. And while 2 974 per-
ished in the 9711 attecks in New York
City, st the Pentagon and in that Penn-
sylvandin Garm Gebd where the final hi
jacked plane crashed, nearly 5000
meare have since died of health problems
from Ground Zero's toxins, Many are
prolieeavml livefighitens, Bul {he desad alkse
inchide constraction waorkers, food ser-
vioe voluntears and éven a few joormal-
k=ta.

Such pruesome numbers were on Da-
vin's mined last fall when he set oot to
fimel me,

While he hiwd alrendy registesed for
enedbzal checkups with the Mount Sinal
program, he stil] needed to gain approv-
il Triome The NYPIY: madinal Boand Tor
additional help.

The board rejected him three Himes
even thouph he presented plenty of evi-
dence of his worsening health problems
related to 9710 toxing. As Davin leamed,
iz bioamd kegl dismissing bis clivimns bo
canse his health problems kepd chang-
. Actually, those problems were
worsening.

Frustrated, Devin, who iz marmied
ardd the father of two sdult deughters, -
malby tormed 1o Timolhy MeEnaney, a
lawyer Baasel in Porl Washingion, New
York, wha has built a practice that spe-
clalizes in helping 9,1 Arst responders
battle government bureaucracy to re-
cejve health benefits.

In several lengthy Interviews with
The Record and KorthJersey.com, Mcli-
naney confirmed the wide amay of
health problems that Devin sudfered
Irorm, wlang wilh his painstakine cilorls
tio gain approsval for NYPD benedils.,

“This k& & story that needs to be tald -
how these cope are belng tortured.”
MeEnaney said.

With McEnaney's help, Davin reap-
plied to the NYPD medical board a
Frarih Timee. Tasi Sepdendaer, 1hae boand
finally certified that Davin's health
problems were indeed Hnked to Ground
LET0.

But now another problem emerped -
the NYPD pension bosrd,

See KELLY, Page 94
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Fallon told Dewin he was probably

lacking For mme.

Mearmwhile, Fallom sent me an amail
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Former Mew York City Police Detective Marty Davin, left, with Mike Kelly, &
calumnist for The Record and NorthJersey.com in April at & restasrant in

Rockiand County, KLY, It was their first meeting since they spoke near the rubble
of the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. Davin suffers from a variety of
health problems after breathing toxic air near Ground Zero. But to gain NYPD
health benefits, he had to prove he was actually on the site. 5o he trached down
Eelly, who guoted Davin in his reporting from Ground Tero during the G711

BtEac ks, MIKE KELLY/HORTH IERSEY.COM

His attoeney, Tim MeoEnaney, was
skaptiznl, “I said, good luck, ® McEna
my s felling Tawin, “Wha are Uhe
ouilkls that the reporter you spoke with is
gitll working? Or still reachabley™

Diavin searched Goople. But The [Rec-
ords artlcles from 20800 had besn
eraseld, Mext, he purchased o subsorip-
tiom 1 Thae Record's comgmilersaed ar
chiivis,

He found the article that mentioned
il 1t wes printed on Pape dofthe Sept.
T2, 3000 Reeexrel — e enditinm st aarried

Timens of storbes abowt the %M attacks
wield  imelucded  (he  soom-lo-be-iconic
pholgraph by The Reeont's Thomas
Framklim of thees New Yook Ciby fire
fighters ralzing a U.5. fiag over the trade
center’s rubhble.

The article mentioning Davin was ti-

thud “Witnesses Face Reality of Terror”
Nl seemed cmlless - mone han 5,000

wnids bong, with 45 observations and
vignettes by Davin and others seross
Mew vork and Mew Jersey, Worse, the
article’s credit line showed that it had
been assembled by onewriter, with con-

tributions by 28 other Becond staffers
who mnged from reporters who covered
leapcl, mnesicr sl Dransal issucs 1o high
school sports and wrate editorialz The
main wilter, who crafted the heartfelt
narrative, spent most of his time cover-
ing the New York Knicks professional
husketball team. In short, it was onse of
those mewsroom dings sehen esveryome:
pitched in.

Davin looked over the names of the
vonbribalors = all listed in alphabedical
order - aned starbesd minning  Goagle
searches ta find sontact information. It
turns oul many had kil The Record.
Bame lexl maned iy, Smne Tound
othes johs. Some were retived, & fow had
gince died.

Lavin then rememberad that the re-
porter who Interviewed him had an
*Trish soumnsding nams,”

Ho Uric=l the: lirs Irish sorrseme: on 1 b
lisi — ichaed Casey Mo luck.

Then, Davin reached out to Seott Fal-
lon, wio was sl writing for The Record
as itz environmental and health report-
2L

entitled: *4/1l cop” and mentioned how
“a retired WNYPD officer named Marty
Dhvin”™ wais “Irying 1o pooss Lhal be was
ncsar feromd Fera an BT in be gt off
the heakth fund.” Fallon knew 1 had been
at Ground ¥ero on Sept. 1, 2000 Fallon
included Davin's phone mumber in his
emadl. Could | help?

T dived inlo The Beconds compules-
brald arehives aned found the lomgiby
news story [ contribted to. Yep, thar
was the polics officer | met at the comer
of Murray and West streets.

1 dialed Davin's phone number.

Davin quickly explained his dilem-
mil. The Worldd Trsde: Conder's haalib
meHiiloring padgErm was Trseling him
for 9al-related  flnesses. But  the
MYPD's pension board would not ap-
prove special 9/10-related benefits un-
less Devin conld prove he was near
Grownd Zeco on 30 ar the lolewing diy
—orat least A0 hours durine subsequent
meanths. Devin felt he was belng umfairhy
scrutindzed by his own police depart-
el

Caubd 1 verify tio the NYPD that 1
apoke to Davin on Sept, T, 20017

Of conrze, | could, And weels later, |
sent a two-pape letter to the NYPD pen-
sion board, explaining that Davin was
an duty mear Ground Tem on Sepl, 1,
ZO0N.

The pension board dragged its buo-
remucratic feet for nearhr fhve more
aeial s, Finally, on Agaril 10, the lsand
cancheded what should have besen obvi-
oug years before — that Marty Davin ac-
tallhy 1en toward danpeer on 9/ and was
now paying for thet courage with s mo-
iad of health problems,

The pension board classified Devin
for foll 9,1 pension benefits.

Weeks later, when we fAnally met
ver lumah in a Rockbnd County, Mew
Yiork, mesivuranl, Dawin dodd o That hig

medical checkups with the World Trade

Canter heallh mondioring syslem were
boecoarringd rowiane: Freaguoend . &s wae ol his
phione buzzed with a call Fram ane of Tis
doctors, Setting Wp an appolntmsnt.

UDespite such stress, Davin told me he
felt relieved that he had menaged to
pass the scruting by the pension board,

Arnd il weies nll becsyuscal i ckianoe cn
EriAnier an i Sineed eormer.

“If my name wasnt printed o woar
newspaper,” he sald, 1 would probakhr
siill ke Fphiting with the board.”

Email: beltymdmorthiersey.com




